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Abstract 
 
  
 The proposed project entitled “North American Prospect Expo” is designed to provide 

information on current North Dakota oil and gas plays and studies to petroleum geologists, 

operators and venture capitalists attending the 2006 North American Prospect Expo. 

 Providing this information will encourage investment in North Dakota oil and gas 

prospects, ultimately resulting in increased drilling for oil and gas in the state. 

 Providing oil and gas companies with more information will hopefully encourage them to 

invest here rather than in other states. 

 The duration of the project is expected to be one month. 

 Total project cost is expected to be $6,700. 

 Posters and handouts will be prepared by two NDGS petroleum geologists and the 

Director of Minerals Management for the North Dakota State Land Department.   

 The North Dakota Geological Survey received a $5,000 grant from the North Dakota Oil 

and Gas Research Council to attend the 2005 NAPE.  The information gained from the 2006 

meeting will enable us to further evaluate the benefit to the State of North Dakota from attending 

this annual meeting.  We were able to attribute some of the Middle Bakken enquiries that came 

into our office this year to our presence at NAPE 2005.  We also saw an increase in downloads 

of Bakken files from the ND Geological Survey website in the months during and after the 

NAPE meeting.    
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 This graph indicates a peak in downloads of Bakken items on the ND Geological Survey 
website in February, 2005, the month following NAPE 2005.  We are confident that at least some 
of that increase came from the handouts and contacts that we made at that meeting.  32,122 total 
Bakken downloads. 
 
 

Monthly Oil and Gas Inquiries
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 Inquiries on oil and gas matters received by the North Dakota Geological Survey from 
September, 2004 through July, 2005 .  Julie LeFever’s inquiries steadily increased from 
November, 2004 through March, 2005 (in blue).  Randy Burke’s inquiries (in green) rose in 
January, February, and April of 2005.  Most of this rise was attributable to Randy’s 
organization of the Williston Basin Petroleum Conference held in late April. 
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Project Summary 
 
  
 The proposed project entitled “North American Prospect Expo” is designed to provide 

information on current North Dakota oil and gas plays and studies and lease information to 

petroleum geologists, operators and venture capitalists attending the 2006 North American 

Prospect Expo. 

 Providing this information will encourage use of other data on file with the ND 

Department of Mineral Resources and the ND State Land Department leading to increased 

investment in North Dakota oil and gas prospects and, resulting in increased drilling for oil and 

gas in the state. 

 Providing oil and gas companies with more information will hopefully encourage them to 

invest here rather than in other states. 

 The duration of the project is expected to be one month. 

 Total project cost is expected to be $6,700. 

 The project work will be performed by NDGS petroleum geologists, who will prepare 

displays that highlight the oil plays currently underway in North Dakota as well as gas potential 

in the Williston Basin, and the ND State Land Department, who will prepare materials on state 

lands that are available for leasing and highlight upcoming lease sales. The materials will be 

displayed at a booth during the North American Prospect Expo held February 2 & 3, 2006 in 

Houston Texas. 
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Project Description 
 
 
 The proposed project entitled “North American Prospect Expo” is designed to provide 

information on current North Dakota oil and gas plays, studies, and North Dakota State Land 

available for leasing to petroleum geologists, operators and venture capitalists attending the 2006 

North American Prospect Expo held February 2 and 3, 2006 in Houston Texas. 

 Providing this information will encourage use of the NDGS core library, use of other data 

on file with the ND Department of Mineral Resources, and files from the ND State Land 

Department.  This should lead to increased investment in North Dakota oil and gas prospects 

which will lead to increased drilling for oil and gas in the state. 

 Since North Dakota competes with many other oil and gas producing states in attracting 

company investment, providing oil and gas companies with more information will hopefully 

encourage them to invest here rather than in other states. 

The duration of the project is expected to be one month with a total project cost of $6,700. 

 NDGS petroleum geologists will prepare displays that highlight oil plays currently 

underway in North Dakota.  The gas potential of the Williston Basin will also likely be 

highlighted.  The materials will be displayed at a booth during the Expo.  The Director of 

Minerals Management for the ND State Land Department will attend in order to answer 

questions on lease availability and to ensure that the North Dakota booth is open at every 

opportunity. 

 Appendix 1 contains the registration form for booths at the 2006 North American 

Prospect Expo. 
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Standards of Success 

 
 
Success will be assessed through the following measures: 

 1. Keeping records of contacts who stop at the display booth. 

 2. Monitoring NDGS website hits 

3. Monitoring core library use of cores and samples. 

4.  Monitoring more closely informational requests that come into our offices from 

attendees of the meeting. 

 

Background 

 

 Due to budget limitations, last year was the first time that employees of the ND 

Geological Survey had attended the largest prospect expo in the oil and gas industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Randy Burke (on the right) answers questions from an attendee at the 2005 NAPE.  
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 Most of the states which compete with North Dakota for oil and gas investment have 

provided information booths about the geology and current plays in their state at this expo for 

many years. 

 The proposed project will make enough information available to petroleum geologists 

and investors to create interest in core library visits, prospect generation, and ultimately 

increased drilling for oil and gas in our state. 

 
 

Qualifications of Participants 
 
 The posters and handouts will be created by two NDGS petroleum geologists (Julie 

LeFever and Randy Burke). These geologists have 50 years combined experience working with 

display booths, prospect expos, and geological symposiums.  Julie LeFever will attend the expo.   

Rick Larson, Director of Minerals Management for the North Dakota State Land Department, 

will also attend the expo.  Rick has worked for the State Land Department for 17 years. 
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Value to North Dakota 
 
 
 It is anticipated that petroleum geologists, oil and gas operators, and venture capitalists 

will make use of the project results. 

 Petroleum geologists, operators, and venture capitalists will have access to  a ND 

Geological Survey petroleum geologist and the Director of Minerals Management  for the ND 

State Land Department who will provide information on active North Dakota plays plus 

guidance on how to use other data on file with the ND Department of Mineral Resources, the 

North Dakota core library, and the records of the ND State Land Department. 

 Since North Dakota competes with many other oil and gas producing states in attracting 

company investment in the state, providing geologists, oil and gas operators, and venture 

capitalists with more information will hopefully encourage them to invest in North Dakota here 

rather other states. 
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Project Management 
  
  
 The ND Geological Survey petroleum geologists and the Director of the Minerals 

Management at the ND State Land Department are currently under the direct supervision of the 

applicants.  Work schedules and priorities of the geologists are reviewed on a weekly basis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Timetable 
 
October to December, 2005 – NDGS geologists and Director of Minerals Management for the 
NDSLD create or update existing posters and handouts of oil plays and the gas potential of the 
Williston Basin.   
 
February 1-4, 2006 – NDGS geologist and NDSLD Director of Minerals Management travel to 
North American Prospect Expo in Houston, Texas. 
 
February to August, 2006 – NDGS and NDSLD monitor web site hits, core library visits, and 
information requests. 
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Project Budget 
 
Grant Support 
  
Registration for booth         $   995 
Internet hookup        $   300 
Power outlet         $     50 
Accessories (table, bunting, etc)      $   100
TOTAL                   $1,445 
 
Cost Share 
 
NDGS Petroleum Geologists  
Prep time to update and create posters (20 hrs)   $1,200 
Travel  to Houston, Texas       $   900 
Taxis          $     60 
Room  3 x $200 =       $   600 
Meals          $   130 
Poster materials        $   100  
 
ND State Land Department Director or Minerals Management 
Preparation for meeting (20 hrs)      $   600 
Travel  to Houston, Texas       $   900 
Taxis          $     60 
Room  3 x $200 =       $   600 
Meals          $   130
TOTAL MATCH        $5,280 
 

Project Matching funds 
  
North Dakota Geological Survey       $2,990 
North Dakota State Land Department     $2,290 
 
 

Confidential Information 
 
 
 None of the information in this application is of a confidential nature. 
 
  

Patents and Rights to Technical Data 
  
 There are no patents or rights that the applicant wishes to reserve. 
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